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Future Talk 2026 - Health of Nations: The New Wealth

9 November 2026 | 5:30 PM CET | Saal at Labstelle, Entry Wollzeile 1, 1010 Vienna & Online

Beyond the Invisible Hand: 250 years ago, Adam Smith described in his famous book, The Wealth of Nations, how the
»invisible hand“ of free markets drives economic progress. But what drives the Health of Nations? Unlike totally free
markets, modern healthcare operates in a unique landscape shaped by strict regulations and ethical responsibilities.

Because a nation’s greatest asset isn’t just its capital, but the health of its people.

Leading experts will unpack the ,health multiplier“—the powerful, measurable ripple effect that

Agenda medical breakthroughs have on our society‘s welfare and economy.

Vienna — where scientific tradition meets future-oriented economic prosperity.

17:30 Come together

18:00 Opening:
The Health of Nations: Strategic Investments for Prosperity
Severin Gruber (Secretary General, Federal Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism)
Alexander Muelhaupt (Roche Austria, Pharmig Board Member)

18:15 Keynote
The New Wealth: Prosperity and welfare gains of innovative healthcare solutions
Christian Helmenstein (Economica Institute of Economic Research)

18:35 Panel Discussion incl Q&A
Volker Amelung (Institute for Healthcare Services Research)
Christian Helmenstein (Economica Institute of Economic Research)
Michael Oberreiter (F. Hoffmann-La Roche)
Herwig Ostermann (Gesundheit Osterreich, National Public Health Institute)
Eva Turk (University of Applied Sciences St. Polten, HTAI)
Moderated by Cornelia Ertl

[=] 3% [m]
19:45 Closing & Networking .

21:00  End E|

www.future-talk.at

About Future Talk: This event series tackles critical healthcare issues, highlights the lasting value of
medical innovation, and fosters collaboration for sustainable solutions.

Learn more about Future Talks: www.future-talk.at.
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Future Talk 2026 - Health of Nations: The New Wealth

SPEAKER Biographies

Severin Gruber

Secretary General, Federal Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism

Biography: Appointed as Secretary Generalin April 2025, Severin Gruber previously worked as
the Deputy Chief of Staff at the Austrian Ministry of Labour. His academic background includes

studies in business, social, and legal sciences at universities in Vienna and Linz.
Photo credit: Generalsekretar Dr. Severin Gruber, LL.M., BMWET/Holey

Alexander Miilhaupt

General Manager of Roche Austria and Pharmig Board Member.

Biography: Alexander Milhaupt took over as General Manager of Roche Pharma Austria in March
2025. He brings international experience to the role, including a significant tenure in New Zealand
where he helped secure funding for life-saving therapies. His focus lies in ensuring patient access

to innovative treatments and strengthening medical care structures.
Photo credit: Alexander Muelhaupt (c) Thomas Meyer Photography

Christian Helmenstein

Head of Economica Institute of Economic Research and Chief Economist of the Federation of
Austrian Industries (Industriellenvereinigung).

Biography: Prof. Dr. Christian Helmenstein is an economist by profession. His career is entirely
centered on economic research, policy, and analysis, evidenced by his leadership roles at the
Economica Institute of Economic Research and the Federation of Austrian Industries. In addition
to these positions, he heads the Cognion Research Network and serves as a University Professor

of Economics at the Private University of Seeburg (Privatuniversitédt Schloss Seeburg) in Austria.
Photo credit: Christian Helmenstein (Foto: https://www.economica.eu/en/das-institut/)

Eva Turk

Representative of University of Applied Sciences St. Polten and Board Member of HTAI.
Biography: Assoc. Prof. Eva Turk, PhD, MBA, is a Senior Researcher at the Centre for Digital Health
and Social Innovation at UAS St. Polten, where she focuses on inclusive digital community care,
personcentered health models, and patient safety. Recently she joined the USTP management
board, where she is responsible for research and international collaboration.

She holds an MBA in Healthcare Management (WU Wien) and a PhD in Health Sciences (University
of Oulu), bringing a diverse global perspective from living and working across seven countries.
Additionally, she serves as a Board Director of Health Technology Assessment international (HTAI)
and is a dedicated advocate for sustainable development, particularly SDG 5 (Gender Equality),

involved with Women in Global Health Austria and Norway.
Photo credit: Eva Turk (c) Marteline Nystad

About Future Talk: This event series tackles critical healthcare issues, highlights the lasting value of
medical innovation, and fosters collaboration for sustainable solutions.

Learn more about Future Talks: www.future-talk.at.
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SPEAKER Biographies

Michael Oberreiter

Healthcare Executive and Access Strategist, F. Hoffmann-La Roche.

Biography: Michael Oberreiter joined Roche in 2013 and, following an international career path,
currently serves as Head of External Affairs International (EAI) in Basel. Before moving into his
global roles, he acted as Secretary General for FOPI (the Association of the Research-based
Pharmaceutical Industry in Austria). Trained as an industrial economist with a degree in
International Business Administration from the University of Vienna, he subsequently completed
postgraduate and master’s studies in International Politics and Communications.

Photo credit: Michael Oberreiter (Foto: https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-oberreiter-189b8213/?locale=en)

Herwig Ostermann

CEO of Gesundheit Osterreich, National Public Health Institute.

Biography: ao. Univ.-Prof. Dr. Herwig Ostermann has served as the CEO of Gesundheit Osterreich
GmbH (GOG) since August 2016, having previously headed its Health Economics department.
Alongside his executive duties, he holds a part-time professorship in Health Policy and Administra-
tion at UMIT in Tyrol. His academic background includes studying International Economics in Inns-

bruck and Dublin, followed by a Master‘s and a PhD in Health Sciences at UMIT.
Photo credit: Herwig Ostermann (c) R. Ettl

Volker Amelung

Health Economist and Founder of the Institute for Applied Health Services Research (inav)
Biography: Prof. Dr. Dr. oec. Volker Amelung has been Professor of International Health Systems
Research at Hannover Medical School since 20071. Holding a doctorate from the University of

St. Gallen, he served as Chairman of the German Managed Care Association (BMC) from 2007 to
2022. He founded inav in 2011 and consults extensively for national organizations and the WHO.
His research and

advisory work focus on managed care, integrated care systems, and the evaluation of innovative

healthcare delivery models.
Photo credit: Volker Amelung (Foto: https://www.linkedin.com/in/volker-amelung-431737a8/)

Cornelia Ertl

Communication Specialist and Event Moderator

Biography: Cornelia Ertl has been self-employed in the field of communication and public
speaking since 2012 and is now one of the top event moderators in Austria. The Viennese

native focuses on German and English-language business events in the areas of business,

science, research, new technologies, innovation and sustainability, but her repertoire also

includes major events in the Austrian art and culture landscape.
Photo credit: Cornelia Ertl (c) Valerie Maltseva

About Future Talk: This event series tackles critical healthcare issues, highlights the lasting value of
medical innovation, and fosters collaboration for sustainable solutions.

Learn more about Future Talks: www.future-talk.at.
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